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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the Applicant's amendment of August 1 0, 2007. No claims 
have been amended except to correct minor punctuation informalities. The Examiner 
hereby withdraws the rejection of May 23, 5007. Claims 1-9 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tozzoli et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,717,989 (hereinafter, Tozzoli), in view of Stroh, U.S. Pat. 
No. 7,155,409. 

As to claim 1, Tozzoli discloses a method of operating a computerized exchange 
(abstract), comprising: 

providing a counter party selection document on request to a seller or buyer to view, 
where the document contains a list of classes of counter parties together with counter 
party selection entry facilities (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 
permitting a seller to identify classes of buyers with whom they will, or will not, develop a 
transaction, by entering selections on the counter party selection document using the 
counter party selection entry facilities (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 
providing an offer document on request to a seller to view, where the offer document 
contains the following items: a list of classes of asset together with asset selection entry 
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facilities and asset information entry facilities for entry of details of the asset (col. 6, line 
45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 

a list of terms for the offer together with offer selection entry facilities and information 
entry facilities for entry of details of the offer (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1- 
5); 

a list of offer documents to accompany the elect together with offer document selection 
entry facilities and offer document attachment facilities for attaching copies of offer 
documents (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 

a list of undertakings for the seller to make together with undertaking selection entry 
facilities and undertaking document attachment facilities for attaching copies of 
undertaking documents (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 
permitting the seller to create an instance of the offer document (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, 
line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 

identifying the asset to be offered by using the asset selection entry facilities and asset 

information entry facilities (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 

identifying the terms for the offer by using the offer selection entry facilities and offer 

information entry facilities (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 

identifying the offer documents to accompany the offer by using the offer document 

selection entry, facilities and offer document attachment facilities (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, 

line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 
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identifying the undertakings to be made by using the undertaking selection entry 
facilities and undertaking document attachment facilities (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 
and Figs. 1-5); 

permitting the seller to submit an instance of the offer document, so that it beicomes 
available to view by potential buyer from only the classes of buyers identified as being 
those whom the seller will develop the transaction (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and 
Figs. 1-5); 

providing a counter offer document on request to a buyer after they have viewed an 
offer document, where the counter offer document contains counter offer selection and 
counter offer information entry facilities for entry of variations to an offer document 
instance (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 

permitting the buyer to create an instance of the counter offer document by entering 
selections and information using the counter offer selection and information entry 
facilities, and to submit the counter offer instance, so that it becomes available to the 
seller (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 

providing a counter offer document on request to any party after they have viewed an 
instance of a counter offer document, where the counter offer document contains 
counter offer selection and information entry facilities for entry of variations (col. 6, line 
45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 

permitting the party to create an instance of the counter offer document by entering 
selections and information using the counter offer selection and information entry 
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facilities, and to submit the counter offer instance, so that it becomes available lo the 
counter party (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5). 

Tozzoli does not explicitly disclose providing a web site accessible via the 
internet to sellers and buyers using computers and forfaiting. 

However, Stroh teaches a trade financing method that includes forfaiting and 
utilizes the internet via a web site. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art at the time of the Applicant's invention to include the aforementioned 
limitations as disclosed by Stroh within Tozzoli for the motivation of selling goods and 
services over the internet and by forfaiting. 

As to claims 2-7, the Examiner takes Official Notice that the following limitations 
are old and well known in the trading arts: 

further step of repeating the last two steps, where the document available at the web 
site contain electronic links to independent sources of financial information, where the 
document available at the web site contains electronic links to standardized forms of 
documents, such as asset definition documents used to support instances of the offer 
document, where the document available at the website contains electronic links to 
standardized forms of undertaking documents, further step of the exchange providing 
the on-line assistance in completing the process, and further step of the exchange 
providing an asset screening document for use by potential buyers to select the types of 
asset they wish to view, and not view. Financial websites normally have links with 
information, standard forms, directions, as well as provide on-line help to customers. 
As to claim 8, Tozzoli discloses a computerized exchange (abstract) comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/052,41 9 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3691 

a counter party selection document, where the document contains a list of classes of 
counter parties together with counter party selection entry facilities (col. 6, line 45 - col. 
8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 

an offer document, where the offer document contains the following items (col. 6, line 45 
- col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5): 

a list of classes of asset together with asset entry facilities and asset information entry 
facilities for entry of details of the asset (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 
a list of terms for the offer together with offer selection entry facilities and offer 
information entry facilities for entry of details of the offer, a list of offer documents to 
accompany the offer together with offer document selection entry facilities and other 
document attachment facilities for attaching copies of offer document (col. 6, line 45 - 
col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 

a list of undertakings for the seller to make together with undertaking selection entry 
facilities and undertaking document attachment facilities for attaching copies of 
undertaking documents (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 
a counter offer document containing counter offer selection and information entry 
facilities (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5); 

a processor operable on request to retrieve a document (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 
and Figs. 1-5); 

the processor being further operable on request either to permit the entry of selections 
and information to create instances of documents on-line (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 
and Figs. 1-5); 
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the processor being further operable to permit viewing of instances of offer documents 
by potential buyers, depending upon the selections and entries made by the seller in 
counter party selection document (col. 6, line 45 - col. 8, line 67 and Figs. 1-5). 

Tozzoli does not explicitly disclose providing a web site accessible via the 
internet to sellers and buyers using computers and forfaiting. 

However, Stroh teaches a trade financing method that includes forfaiting and 
utilizes the internet via a web site. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art at the time of the Applicant's invention to include the aforementioned 
limitations as disclosed by Stroh within Tozzoli for the motivation of selling goods and 
services over the internet and by forfaiting. 

As to claim 9, the Examiner takes Official Notice that a printing facility is old and 
well known in the trading arts. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel S. Weis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1882. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5, Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on (571) 272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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